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SCIENCE. 



Editobial Committee : S. Newoomb, Mathematics ; R. S. "Woodward, Mechanics ; E. C. Piokeking, As- 
tronomy ; T. C. Mendenhall, Physics ; E. H. Thtjeston, Engineering ; lEA Kbmsbn, Chemistry ; 
Joseph Lb Conte, Geology; W. M. Bavis, Physiography; O. C. Maesh, Paleontology; W. K. 
Bkooks, Invertebrate Zoology ;C. Habt Mbkeiam, Vertebrate Zoology ; N. L. Beitton, 
Botany ; Hbney F. Osboen, General Biology ; H. P. Bowditch, Physiology ; 
J. S. Billings, Hygiene ; J. McKben Cattbll, Psychology ; 
Daniel G. Beinton, J. W. Powell, Anthropology. 



Friday, March 22, 1895. time. Professor "W. Eamsay, of University 

=================^=======^===^======== College, London, also undertook experi- 
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Plants : Chaelbs S. Minot 311 of work consisted in passing air, first through 

The Best Order of Topics in a Two-years' Course of substances that have the power to remove' 

Amtomy in a Medical School: Febdeeic Heney^ ^^q^^ constituents that are present in small 
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Current Notes on Physiography (IV.): W. M. quantities, such as water vapor, carbomc- 

DATts 318 acid gas, etc., then through a heated tube 

Annual Reception of the .Hfew York Academy: , containing copper. The oxygen of the air 
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Correspondence .—.... 324 ^^i^s With the heated copper, and what 

An International Scientific; Catalogue and Con- has hitherto been regarded as nitrogen 

gress: HoEATio HALE. remains uncombined. This 'atmospheric 
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BnnUn's Primer of Mayan Hieroglyphics : Feed- nitrogen ' was subsequently treated in three 

BEicK Staee. Ye^'s steam Engine: E. H. different ways for the purpose of removing 
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Packaed. Geology. the nitrogen from it. 

Notes and News : — 331 (1) It was drawn through clay pipes in 
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of Scientific Sockties of Washington; General. . ^^^ ^^ope that, if the gas IS a mixture, one 

Societies and Academies .— 334 of the constituents would pass through the 

Biological Society of Washingtm. porous material more easily than the other, 

Scientifie Jourmls .^5 ^^ j^^^^ ^ partial separation be thus 
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effected. While something was accom- 
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. (2) The ' atmospheric nitrogen ' was 
ABGON. mixed with oxygen in a vessel con- 
The plain facts concerning argon are taining caustic alkali, and electric sparks 
these: For some time past Lord Eayleigh were passed through the mixture. Under 
has been engaged on refined work involving these circumstances the oxygen united with 
the weighing of various gases. Last year he nitrogen and formed a compound which is 
found that the nitrogen obtained from the soluble in alkali. After no further absorp- 
air is a little heavier than that made from tion of nitrogen could be effected by spark- 
definite chemical compounds. This led him ing, any unchanged oxygen present was re- 
to further experiments and, at the same moved, and there was then found a residue 



